
Q. Is pilotage in the Great Belt Mandatory? 
 
A. As the Great Belt is a part of the Danish Territorial Water Danish law applies. 
Furthermore we refer to UNCLOS and IMO as amplified in the following: 
 
Danish Law 
Danish Pilotage Act Section 4. 
In internal and external territorial waters there is an obligation for ships to use a pilot if they 
1) are carrying oil or have uncleaned cargo tanks that have not been rendered safe with 
inert air, 
2) are carrying chemicals 
3) are carrying gases 
4) have more than 5,000 t bunker oil onboard or 
5) are carrying highly radioactive material. 
 
Innocent passage 
According to UNCLOS art. 17 and 18, all ships enjoy the right of innocent passage through 
the territorial sea. 
 
Article17 
Right of innocent passage 
Subject to this Convention, ships of all States, whether coastal or land-locked, enjoy the 
right of innocent passage through the territorial sea. 
 
Article18 
Meaning of passage 
1. Passage means navigation through the territorial sea for the purpose of: 
(a) traversing that sea without entering internal waters or calling at a roadstead or port 
facility outside internal waters; or 
(b) proceeding to or from internal waters or a call at such roadstead or port facility 
2. Passage shall be continuous and expeditious. However, passage includes stopping and 
anchoring, but only in so far as the same are incidental to ordinary navigation or are 
rendered necessary by force majeure or distress or for the purpose of rendering 
assistance to persons, ships or aircraft in danger or distress. 
 
IMO recommendation  
However, according to SN.1/Circ. 263 of 23 October 2007 section 1.9 and 1.14 
amendments to the recommendations on navigation through the Entrances to the Baltic 
Sea the IMO recommends use of pilot from Skagen to Gedser and vice versa for ships 
with a draught of 11 metres or more following Route T on their voyage through the 
Entrances to the Baltic Sea. The IMO Sailing Direction expresses an international 
acknowledgment of the fact that the Entrances to the Baltic Sea are congested and difficult 
to navigate. 
 
The Danish Maritime Authority would like to point out that international consensus on 
recommending use of pilotage was achieved owing to the risk of groundings or collisions 
of large ships navigating through Danish waters.  



Between Gedser and Spodsbjerg, the effect of sea level variations caused by a 
combination of tide and meteorological conditions together with unknown obstructions on 
the seabed and sand migration could decrease the depth with as much as 2 metres. The 
area is difficult to navigate due to the heavy traffic in the area of the Kadetrenden and due 
to the fact that sand migration is constantly narrowing the manoeuvring space of deep-
draught vessels. The Hatter Barn, Hatter Rev, Agersø Flak and choke point east of Anholt, 
where groundings frequently occur, are all high risk areas due to shallow waters and/or 
heavy traffic on the route to Skagen. 
 
Therefore the Danish Maritime Authority highly recommends that a ship with a draught of 
11 metres or more uses the pilotage services established by the coastal State on its entire 
passage from Gedser to Skagen and vice versa.  
 
The Danish Pilotage Authority reports all violations of the IMO recommendation to the flag 
state. 
 
Conclusion 

• The Great Belt is a part of the Danish Territorial Water 

• If the passage is not innocent ships in Danish Territorial Water carrying the art. 4 
mentioned products are obliged to use pilot 

• If the passage is innocent a pilot is not compulsory 

• IMO recommends that all ships with a draught of 11 meter or more should use a 
pilot in Route T 

• The Danish Maritime Authority reports all violations of the IMO recommendations to 
the flag state. 


